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hill 376, and by the 1st battalion pushed on to Petrt-
Rederchmg (occupied at 715); that is, by t\\o advance
guards, securing until further orders, the power of
acting in either direction.

At 7.45, the whole brigade has reached the point
aimed at; the 2nd battalion, on hill 376, is ordered to
join up.

But, in the meantime, the officer commanding the
1st battalion, having arnved in advance guard at
Petit-Rederching at 7.45, has thought out his mission.
What is the problem he has to solve, as an advance
guard of the brigade ? It consists in preparing for the
brigade to go into action against an enemy who may
debouch from Bettwiller. What does the brigade requue
for such an action?

The Space necessary for the full employment of its
forces,

The T^weneeessary for their arrival and deployment.

In order to achieve that double task, he orders his
troops to occupy the whole space necessary, and places
them in points where they may hold on for the necessary
time Of such points he has here Petit-Redercmng,
hill 349 and hill 353.

One company is placed on each of those hills. The
two others establish themselves at Petit-Rederching,
which is at once provided with defensive works. At
7.80 the brigade continues its movement, protected on
the road to Petit-Rederching and Bettwiller in the
manner described; protected also on the road from
Rohrbach to Bettwiller by the battalion on hill 376,
which is about to become a rear guard and to withdraw
along the ridge, as soon as the last element of the mam
body shall have left the second place of assembly.

Here we have again a main body keeping for itself
the power to act to the right or to the left and manoeu-
vring under a covering body.

At the same tune the cavalry has been ordeied to
continue delaying the enemy's march, reconnoitring the
strength of its column, watching the eastern roads via
Hottwiller, etc.

The brigade arnves and assembles south of the ]unc-
tion of the roads leading to Petit-Rederching

Intelligence arrives there at the same time

A reconnaissance earned out by officers has obberved,